THE   LIFE   OF   HORACE   WALPOLE
Of course the softest of all soft places in his heart was
kept for Harry Conway, " whom nature designed for a hero
of romance " and with whom happily his hero-worshipper
had almost always occasion to sympathise by rejoicing. At
the battle of Laffelt, where the Duke of Cumberland was
defeated, Conway distinguished himself by personal bravery;
and late in that year to Walpole's delight he married a
charming widow, Lady Ailesbury, of the great Campbell
house, daughter to the fourth Duke of Argyll. They had
one child, Anna, who in the end of the story became heiress
to most of what Horace Walpole had to leave. She was
indeed always in a manner part of his family. When she
was three years old, he was already put in charge of her,
for Conway and his wife had to go to Ireland, to join his
regiment. It was an odd charge to be undertaken by a
fashionable and most worldly gentleman of five and thirty;
but many passages in the letters show that when Horace
Walpole was staying at a country house he was oftenest to
be found funning races and playing games with the children.
This child certainly was made much of. There is an amusing
letter from him to Conway concerning " his wife " as he
calls her, and the installation provided in Arlington Street,
"I flatter myself she is quite contented with the easy
footing we live upon; separate beds, dining in her dressing-
room when she is out of humour, and a little toad-eater that
I have got for her, and whose pockets and bosom I have
never examined, to see if she brought any billets doux. . . .
If you should happen to want to know any more particulars,
she is quite well, has walked in the Park every morning, or
has the chariot, as she chooses; and in short one would
think that I or she were much older than we really are, for I
grow exceedingly fond of her/*
However, if truth discloses that Horace Walpole had an
affectionate and even sentimental side, truth has also to admit
that the qualities by which he has survived were not those